approximately three-fourths (73%) cannot name a living scientist ( Figure 4 ) and, perhaps most disturbing, less than 1 in 10 (9%) recognize the NIH ( Figure 5 ). Research and those who conduct it are invisible in our society.
Americans' belief in the hope that research offers does not fluctuate with election cycles or political parties. Every parent, family member, or friend expects that research will deliver when it comes to their sick or injured loved one. To ensure that research continues to deliver, whose responsibility is it to help members of Congress-who determine research funding levels-to better understand the value and importance of what you do? Very simply, the answer is you. It is the responsibility of the science community, individually as well as collectively, to provide policy makers with useful information they can use to make the case for an increased U.S. investment in research.
There is often a marked difference between what policy makers, Congressional staff and academics consider useful information . Here, researchers need to think like policy makers, accountable to the needs and requests of their constituents. Today and for the foreseeable future, every policy maker is concerned about three things: jobs, jobs and jobs. Your useful information, in the form of talking points (3-5 minutes), should include the amount of NIH dollars your global health research brings to your institution; the number of direct jobs created or supported; the real, yet indirect, economic impact of your use of laboratory suppliers, delivery services, or other secondary vendors such as the coffee shop you stop at every morning; and how the United States also benefits from your research-making the explicit point that America's health is global health. Disease knows no time zone or country border.
Campaign season and the 2010 mid-term election offer the science community a timely opportunity to make the voice of research heard. Educate yourself on the candidates. Where do they stand on science issues? Is funding for research, a key economic driver for the United States, part of their platform? Visit www.yourcandidatesyourhealth.org , a voter education initiative, which asks all candidates for federal office to answer important top-line questions on issues related to research funding and health. If your candidates have not stated their position, use the links on the site to contact their campaign office and ask that they do so. You and other constituents have a right to know. Take a step towards engaging with your policy makers. They need to hear from you and they need to hear from you regularly. Work with Research!America as part of your institution's membership. If you're not a member, join us. We have the experience and the tools to help you better inform individuals making decisions related to our nation's investment in research for health. Advocacy is everyone's job, you individually, not just your professional society or Research!America. As Research!America's chair John Edward Porter, a former U.S. Congressman who chaired the subcommittee that funds all federal health programs, including NIH, stated in an editorial in Science , 1 "Your country needs you. If all you do is vote, you're definitely not doing enough. Get off your chair, do something outside of your comfort zone, and make a difference for science. All of us must be creative about what we can do to make a difference for the things we believe in. Now is the time."
